Preface

The idea for this ALBUM OF VINTARINIANS was hatched in late 2002 by the lady officers of Saranay ti Vintar to revitalize and enhance the special relationships among us, old and new.

With Fidelis Foronda-Labrador as Saranay’s 2002 president, Elenita Ramiro-Aliga, Lisa Ong-Pacis, Elsa Rivera-Agbayani and Lalaine Flores-Cumlat, with the encouragement of Manang Lilia Castro-Agnir, formed the core group that would undertake this endeavor. We built upon a concept that Delis stressed in her inaugural speech: that Vintar is not just a town or an address, it is a state of mind. You can take the person out of Vintar, but you cannot take Vintar out of the person!

Clearly, a mere directory of addresses would not suffice to satisfy the concept of Vintar. Everyone would want to know what has happened to a family that we knew: where are they now, how they have fared, how many children and grandchildren they have now, etc. This book tells it all.

In our travels here and abroad, we felt the excitement of fellow Vintarinians when the idea of this family album came up. Thus, we started in February 2003 a solicitation effort for participating families. We sent letters to over 500 families who are residing in Vintar or whose roots are from it. 

Articles of general interest about our beloved town introduce this album. Historical accounts are included. Articles from recent publications of various Vintarinian organizations have been updated and reproduced.

Thus, as completed, this album performs two functions: first, as an authoritative reference material about the town, and second, as a rich source of information about Vintarinian families scattered all over the world.

-  The Editorial Staff

